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frequently did, on the great vases that stood on graves
and into which food and drink offerings were tipped—then
in a side view of a chariot he paints two wheels, because it
really has two wheels, without bothering about the fact
that the far one would be almost entirely concealed by the
other. If it has four horses, he shows you all their four
heads and all their sixteen legs. They really would have
sixteen legs, after all. And he shows you the bier, lying
on top of the dead chieftain's chariot; and the coverlet,
hanging down in folds at the corners ; and also the dead
man, lying stiff and straight between the bier and the coverlet;
because he after all is the raison d'etre of the whole procession
and not to be able to see him might leave one in doubt as
to what it is a picture of. It is all done with a meticulous
and unerring craftsmanship.
The racial theory is in slightly but not much better case.
There are indeed northern prototypes for some of the favourite
patterns in geometric vase-painting ; for instance, the square
meander, found in pottery from the bronze-age village at
Buboshta ifi western Macedonia. But the new style develops
strongly not only among Dorians and Boiotians but also
in the Ionian area, where according to Greek belief the new
invaders did not penetrate, and reaches its highest excellence
among the " autochthones " of Athens.
Also, though here we are on the dangerous ground of
subjective judgments, it would seem from a study of the
differences between the geometric local styles that in each
region the style developed spontaneously ; influenced perhaps
by its neighbours, but seldom, if indeed in any case, adopting
a whole artistic repertoire of subjects, as one might have
expected if it were a matter of a single influence, with the
prestige of a conqueror behind it, sweeping over Greece.
On the contrary, in parts of the conquest area Graecia capta
ferum mctorem cepit, or at any rate influenced him. Among
the vases in the National Museum at Athens, for instance,
some of the Boiotian geometric makes use of curvilinear
ornament in the shape of pleasing and skilful bands of
conventionalized flowering plants, of a convolvulus-like

